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While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use 
this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus and 
the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in charge over 
the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell 
preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our 
sin makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS.
Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take away 
the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES.
Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us 
the best present. He never did anything wrong, but He 
was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our 
sin because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the 
Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to 
grow the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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Babies and Toddlers 
at a Glance

BABIES
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

TIP
Babies and toddlers will handle 
Bibles in each session. Keep 
hand-size Bibles in a basket or 
special bag for use each week.

Handle and look in the Bible. Tell the 
Gospel Gems and the Main Point to 
babies. Read the key passage card and 
explain God’s words are true.

Sing a song to a familiar tune 
that reinforces the Gospel 
Gems or the Main Point.

Choose from one or two of the suggested baby 
activities, or say the Gospel Gems or Main Point 
as you rock babies, change diapers, or interact with 
them in free play. Suggested activities will vary in 
learning style emphasis from week to week, but feel 
free to repeat what works best for your babies.

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Babies learn best 
through repetition. Continue to engage babies with their 

favorite activities or songs from the first hour.
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TODDLERS
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

BEFORE THE SESSION

1. Read the Bible story and the activity suggestions.
2. Choose activities that fit your group of babies or toddlers and gather the 

highlighted supplies.
3. Print any printables for the session, including the key passage cards, Bible story 

picture, and allergy alert.
4. Prepare the Big Picture Cards for Families: Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers to 

give to parents as they pick up their babies and toddlers, so they may reinforce 
the Bible story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems at home.

Tell the toddlers Bible story using the 
script provided, or tell the Bible story in 
your own words. Read the key passage 
and say the Main Point.

Choose from any of the four suggested toddler 
activities that best suit your toddlers. As toddlers work 
through the activities, say the Main Point or briefly 
review the Bible story. Suggested activities will vary 
from week to week between Arts & Crafts, Dramatic 
Play, Puzzles & Manipulatives, Music & Thinking 
Skills, and Science & Nature. 

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Use the transition 
activity and two low-prep options to reinforce the Bible 
story and the Main Point for toddlers.
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Unit 28 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 28 • Session 1
The God Who Empowers

UNIT 28
SESSION 1 

THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

The Bible Story

Acts 2:1-4,22-42

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
After Jesus went up to heaven, His friends were praying together. Suddenly 
a sound like a rushing wind came from heaven. The friends were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit helped them speak in different 
languages. Peter told a large crowd of people that Jesus showed He is God’s 
Son by the miracles He did, but the leaders of the people killed Him. Peter 
said, “God made Jesus alive again because He is the Messiah. We have seen 
Jesus alive!” When the people heard, they asked, “What should we do?” 
Peter said, “Tell God you are sorry for disobeying Him. Trust Jesus and be 
baptized!” That day, thousands of people heard God’s words and trusted 
in Jesus.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends.
 * Jesus’ friends told people about God’s plan.
 *People who trust in Jesus receive the Holy Spirit.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 2. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends. THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HELPS US. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:
“ Jesus’ friends had a job to do, and so He sent a Helper! 
The Holy Spirit helps us learn, the Holy Spirit helps us love,  
the Holy Spirit helps us tell 
Others about Jesus!”

SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends. People who trust in 
Jesus receive the Holy Spirit. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

USE SIGN LANGUAGE WITH BABIES
Place babies in a highchair or sit with them on the floor. Smile as 
you say “Jesus loves you,” making simple hand signs to go with the 
words. Repeat with each child.
SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends. Jesus’ friends told 
people about God’s plan. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

BLOW BUBBLES
Blow bubbles and invite babies to pop them. Be mindful of tiled 
floors to prevent slipping. If you are blowing bubbles outside, talk 
about how the wind carries away the bubbles.
SAY: When God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends, they heard a 
sound like a rushing wind. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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The God Who Empowers

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Acts 2. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE MINI WIND CHIMES
Print the key passage card onto heavyweight paper for each toddler. 
Invite children to decorate it with stickers. Help toddlers thread 
large jingle bells onto three ribbons per child. Staple the ribbons to 
the card. Hole punch the top of the card and thread ribbon to make 
a hanger. Demonstrate how the wind makes the chimes move. 
SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends. They heard a sound 
like a loud rushing wind. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

PRACTICE PRAYING
Remind the toddlers that we can talk to God anytime and anywhere 
because He cares for us. Invite toddlers to take turns talking to God.
SAY: Jesus’ friends were praying when the Holy Spirit came to them. 
Jesus’ friends told people about God’s plan. The Holy Spirit helped 
them, and THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

READ ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT
Before class, print and assemble “The Holy Spirit Helps Us” 
printable. Laminate the book and read it throughout the unit. 
SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends. People who trust in 
Jesus receive the Holy Spirit. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

LISTEN TO DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
Invite a guest who speaks another language to say the key passage in 
that language in class or via an electronic device. 
SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends. The Holy Spirit 
helped people understand the good news about Jesus in their 
language. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: BREATH ART
Provide painting smocks, drinking straws, and heavyweight paper 
for each child. Supervise children with the straws. Squirt a few 
drops of diluted washable tempera paint on each child’s paper. 
Demonstrate how to blow through the straw to make the paint 
spread out. Write the Main Point on each child’s art.
SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ friends. They heard a sound 
like loud, rushing wind. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US believe the 
good news about Jesus, and He helps us tell others about Jesus!

COME AND HEAR 
Invite toddlers to spread out in the room. When you call a child’s 
name, she will come to you. Whisper the Main Point to her. Invite 
older children to repeat it after you. Repeat with each child.
SAY: Jesus’ friends told people about God’s plan. Many people heard 
the good news, and they believed! THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

BUILD WITH BLOCKS
Provide soft blocks for toddlers to build a house. You may also 
provide people figures for toddlers to play out the story.
SAY: Jesus’ friends were praying in a house. God sent the Holy 
Spirit to Jesus’ friends. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
12/3
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Unit 28 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 28 • Session 2
The God Who Empowers

UNIT 28
SESSION 2 

PETER HEALED A BEGGAR

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

The Bible Story

Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Peter and John went to the temple together to pray. Every day, a man who 
could not walk was carried to the temple gate. The man asked people in the 
temple for money. The man asked Peter and John for help. They said, “Look 
at us.” The man thought they were going to give him money. Peter said, “I 
do not have silver or gold. In the name of Jesus, stand up and walk.” Peter 
took the man’s hand, and the man was healed! He could walk. He could also 
jump! The man praised God, and everyone was amazed. The teachers were 
not happy. They asked Peter and John how they helped the man. Peter said, 
“Jesus healed this man. Only Jesus rescues and heals people.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Peter healed a man in Jesus’ name.
 *The Holy Spirit helped Peter and John.
 *Only Jesus rescues and heals people.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 3. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Peter healed a man in Jesus’ name. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS 

US. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:
“ Jesus’ friends had a job to do, and so He sent a Helper! 
The Holy Spirit helps us learn, the Holy Spirit helps us love, the 
Holy Spirit helps us tell 
Others about Jesus!”

SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Peter and John. THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HELPS US.

JUMP AND PRAISE
Invite babies to jump and clap in a bouncer, or gently bounce 
babies on your lap as you cheer and praise Jesus. 
SAY: THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US. The man could not walk, but 
after the Holy Spirit helped Peter and John, the man could walk 
and jump! Only Jesus rescues and heals people. 

SHAKE COINS
Place real or fake silver and gold coins in small, clear sealed plastic 
containers. Invite babies to shake the coins.
SAY: The man wanted silver and gold coins, but the Holy Spirit 
helped Peter and John do something better. Peter healed a man in 
Jesus’ name. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 28 • Session 2

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Acts 3. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the story. Say the Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE SILVER AND GOLD ART
Place a sheet of paper in the bottom of a shirt box. Squirt gold and 
silver glitter paint onto the paper and add a golf ball. Replace the 
lid and help a toddler shake the box. Remove the lid and set the art 
aside. Repeat for each child. Write the Main Point on each picture.
SAY: The man wanted silver and gold from Peter and John. The 
Holy Spirit helped Peter and John heal the man. THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HELPS US.

WALK AND JUMP TO MUSIC
Play upbeat praise songs and invite toddlers to walk, jump, and 
dance. Talk about how the man praised God in the story.
SAY: The man in our story could not walk. The Holy Spirit helped 
Peter and John heal the man. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

READ ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT
Gather the children and read “The Holy Spirit Helps Us” printable 
from the previous week. Highlight today’s Bible story.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Peter and John heal a man who could 
not walk. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US too!

HOW HIGH CAN YOU JUMP?
Hang crepe paper streamers from the ceiling at varying heights only 
a few inches or feet higher than toddlers’ height. Invite them to 
jump and see which streamers they can reach. Praise each attempt.
SAY: Peter healed a man in Jesus’ name, and the man could jump! 
Only Jesus rescues and heals people. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PETER HEALED A BEGGAR
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE COIN RUBBINGS
Tape real or fake coins to a table. Place a sheet of paper over a coin 
and demonstrate to toddlers how to rub an unwrapped crayon over 
the coin to make the imprint. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers 
make their coin rubbings.
SAY: The man wanted Peter and John to give him silver and gold 
coins. Instead, the Holy Spirit helped Peter and John heal the man 
in Jesus’ name. Only Jesus rescues and heals people. THE HOLY 

SPIRIT HELPS US!

PLAY WITH A FRIEND
Provide favorite toys for toddlers to play with side by side, such as 
blocks, a ball to roll, or homeliving items to play out a family scene. 
Talk about how the Holy Spirit is always with Jesus’ followers.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Peter and John. Peter healed a man in 
Jesus’ name. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US, too.

COUNT AND COMPARE COINS
Provide sealed ziplock bags with different quantities of coins. Invite 
toddlers to flatten the bags and count the coins to compare them.
SAY: The man wanted coins, but the Holy Spirit gave him 
something better. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
12/10
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Unit 28 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 28 • Session 3
The God Who Empowers

UNIT 28
SESSION 3 

STEPHEN’S ADDRESS

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

The Bible Story

Acts 6:8–7:60

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Stephen loved Jesus and served the church. The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. 
Some men did not like Stephen, and they made a plan to get him in 
trouble. They said Stephen was saying untrue words about God. The high 
priest asked Stephen if what the people said was true. Stephen told the 
people about Jesus, starting with Abraham. Stephen said the stories about 
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and David pointed to Jesus. Stephen said, “Your 
relatives did not obey God’s Word, and now you did not believe Jesus, the 
Messiah!” The people were angry! They began to shout at him, but Stephen 
looked up into the sky and saw Jesus. The people threw stones at Stephen. 
Stephen asked Jesus to forgive them.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *The Holy Spirit helped Stephen.
 *Stephen told about God’s plan to send Jesus.
 *Stephen said that Jesus is the Messiah.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 6. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Stephen said that Jesus is the Messiah, even though the people 
did not want to hear the truth. The Holy Spirit helped Stephen, and 
THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:
“ Jesus’ friends had a job to do, and so He sent a Helper! 
The Holy Spirit helps us learn, the Holy Spirit helps us love,  
the Holy Spirit helps us tell 
Others about Jesus!”

SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

MAKE JESUS ART
Write the name JESUS on construction paper for each baby. Provide 
heart-shaped stickers for babies to decorate their paper. 
SAY: Jesus loved Stephen. The Holy Spirit helped Stephen tell 
people about Jesus, even when people were very angry at him. THE 

HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

EXAMINE THE BIBLE
Provide storybook Bibles and picture books for babies to examine. 
Talk about how the Bible is about God’s plan to send Jesus.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. Stephen told about God’s 
plan to send Jesus. Stephen said that Jesus is the Messiah. THE HOLY 

SPIRIT HELPS US too.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 28 • Session 3

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Acts 6. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

SING SONGS ABOUT JESUS
Sing familiar songs about Jesus, such as “Oh How I Love Jesus,” 
“Jesus Loves Me,” or “Jesus Loves the Little Children.” Invite 
toddlers to clap or perform simple hand motions with you.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. Stephen said that Jesus is the 
Messiah, God’s special King. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US!

PLAY OUT TEACHING
Arrange chairs, Bibles, dry erase boards, and other items for toddlers 
to play out teaching a Bible story. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. Stephen told people about 
God’s plan to send Jesus. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

READ ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT
Gather the children and read “The Holy Spirit Helps Us” printable 
from the previous weeks. Highlight today’s Bible story.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen tell people about Jesus, even if 
they did not want to listen. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

LOOK AT THE SKY 
Take a nature walk if weather permits, or look out the window at 
the sky. Talk about how Stephen looked up and saw Jesus.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. Stephen told people about 
God’s plan to send Jesus. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

STEPHEN’S ADDRESS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and letter-shaped cookie cutters 
for toddlers to make letters. Point out the letter J and talk about 
how Jesus starts with J. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. Stephen told people about 
God’s plan to send Jesus. Stephen said that Jesus is the Messiah. THE 

HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US tell others about Jesus too.

SIT DOWN AND STAND UP
Invite toddlers to sit down. When you say “Jesus,” toddlers will 
stand up. Start slowly and then increase speed.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. Stephen looked up and saw 
Jesus standing. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

BLOW BUBBLES
If weather permits, take toddlers outside to blow bubbles. Invite 
toddlers to blow the bubbles and watch as the bubbles drift on the 
wind. Remind toddlers that we cannot see the Holy Spirit like we 
cannot see our breath, but He is our Helper.
SAY: The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. Stephen said that Jesus is 
the Messiah, even when people did not want to hear it. THE HOLY 

SPIRIT HELPS US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
12/31
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Unit 28 • Session 4

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 28 • Session 4
The God Who Empowers

UNIT 28
SESSION 4 

THE ETHIOPIAN OFFICIAL 
BELIEVED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

The Bible Story

Acts 8:26-40

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Philip was one of Jesus’ friends. One day, an angel told Philip to go to a 
desert road. Philip obeyed. An important man who worked for the queen 
of Ethiopia was riding in a chariot, reading the scroll of Isaiah. The Holy 
Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot.” Philip ran to the chariot and asked 
the man, “Do you know what you are reading?” The man said, “How can 
I unless someone teaches me?” He invited Philip to sit with him. Philip 
explained Isaiah was talking about Jesus! The man believed in Jesus and 
asked Philip to baptize him. When they got out of the water, the Holy Spirit 
carried Philip away.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man.
 *Philip told him the good news about Jesus.
 *The Holy Spirit helps people believe the good news.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 8. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man. THE 

HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:
“ Jesus’ friends had a job to do, and so He sent a Helper! 
The Holy Spirit helps us learn, the Holy Spirit helps us love,  
the Holy Spirit helps us tell 
Others about Jesus!”

SAY: The Holy Spirit helps people believe the good news. THE HOLY 

SPIRIT HELPS US love and follow Jesus.

MAKE A SCROLL
Make copies of the key passage card on a half sheet of paper for each 
baby. Help babies decorate their key passage with stickers. Roll the 
paper to resemble a scroll and tie it with yarn. 
SAY: The Ethiopian man was reading a scroll from the Book of 
Isaiah, but he did not understand. Philip told him the good news 
about Jesus. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US believe the good news.

LOOK FOR BIBLE STORY PEOPLE
Print the Bible story picture. Tape it to the floor or wall. Tape or 
drape a blanket over the picture. Invite babies to uncover it.
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man. THE 

HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US believe the good news.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 28 • Session 4

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open your 
Bible to Acts 8. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the story. 
Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE PAPER PLATE FACES
Provide paper plates, googly eyes, yarn, stickers, glue, and jumbo 
crayons for toddlers to make a smiley face. 
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man. Do 
you think the man was happy? THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

PULL A CHARIOT
Carefully use a screwdriver to make two holes in a small cardboard 
box. Thread a shoelace through the holes to make a harness. Place 
baby dolls in the chariot and invite toddlers to pull the chariot.
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man in the 
chariot. Philip told him about Jesus. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US. 

READ ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT
Gather the children and read “The Holy Spirit Helps Us” printable 
from the previous weeks. Highlight today’s Bible story.
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man. The 
Holy Spirit helps people believe the good news. THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HELPS US. 

EXPLORE A SENSORY BAG 
Place water beads, fish foam shapes, glitter, and other items in a 
ziplock bag. Fill the bag with clear blue bath gel. Seal the bag with 
duct tape and invite toddlers to explore the bags.
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man 
understand the good news. Philip baptized the man in water. THE 

HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE ETHIOPIAN OFFICIAL BELIEVED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY MUSIC
Provide rhythm or musical instruments for toddlers to play as you 
sing songs about Jesus, such as “Jesus Loves Me,” “God Is So Good,” 
and “Doxology.” If you are unfamiliar with the songs or lyrics, 
check them out online before class.
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man. The 
man did not understand the message about Jesus. Philip told the 
man about Jesus, and he believed! THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US too.

ROLL CARS AND TRUCKS
Provide transportation toys for toddlers to play with. Talk about 
how people in Bible times did not drive cars or trucks, but the man 
rode in a chariot. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to go to the desert. Then He told 
Philip to help the Ethiopian man. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

PLAY IN SAND
Provide a small tub with clean play sand, plastic shovels or trowels, 
sifters, and other sand play toys. Keep towels nearby for cleanup.
Talk about how the Holy Spirit led Philip to a sandy, desert road.
SAY: The Holy Spirit told Philip to help the Ethiopian man 
understand the good news. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US too.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
1/7
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Unit 28 • Session 5

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 28 • Session 5
The God Who Empowers

UNIT 28
SESSION 5 

PETER VISITED CORNELIUS

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

The Bible Story

Acts 10

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
A Roman soldier named Cornelius loved God. One day, God sent an angel 
to him. The angel said, “Cornelius, God heard your prayers. Send men 
to Peter.” Cornelius obeyed. The next day, Peter was praying. Peter saw a 
vision of a large sheet coming from heaven with animals, snakes and lizards, 
and birds. A voice said, “Get up, Peter. Eat.” Peter said, “No, Lord! I have 
never eaten anything unclean.” The voice said, “God has made these clean.” 
Peter saw this vision three times. While Peter was thinking, Cornelius’s 
servants arrived. God showed Peter that the good news about Jesus was for 
all people, not just the Jews. Peter went to Cornelius’s house and told him 
about Jesus. Cornelius and everyone in his family believed.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Peter told Cornelius about Jesus.
 *God showed Peter the good news is for all people.
 *Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 10. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God showed Peter the good news is for all people. THE HOLY 

SPIRIT HELPS US trust in Jesus. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:
“ Jesus’ friends had a job to do, and so He sent a Helper! 
The Holy Spirit helps us learn, the Holy Spirit helps us love,  
the Holy Spirit helps us tell 
Others about Jesus!”

SAY: THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US. Peter told Cornelius about Jesus. 
Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.

PLAY WITH TOY FOOD
Provide a muffin tin with plastic toy foods in each of the muffin 
cups. Invite babies to take out the foods and put them back. Keep 
wipes handy to sanitize the items afterward in case babies gum the 
toy foods.
SAY: God showed Peter a blanket with food on it. God showed 
Peter the good news is for all people. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

LOOK AT ANIMALS
Provide picture books about animals, snakes, and lizards or look at 
videos on an electronic device. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: God made everything. God showed Peter the good news is for 
all people. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 28 • Session 5

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card. Open your Bible to Acts 10. Show the Bible 
story picture as you tell the story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main 
Point. Pray.

STAMP WITH FRUIT
Post an allergy alert. Before class, cut cross sections of fruits and 
vegetables for toddlers to dip into washable paint and then press 
onto heavyweight paper. Make sure each toddler has a painting 
smock. Keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: God used food to show Peter a special message. God showed 
Peter the good news is for all people. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

ENJOY A PICNIC
Provide blankets for toddlers to have a picnic feast with toy food 
and dishes. Invite toddlers to help you lower the blankets by the 
corners. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: God showed Peter the good news is for all people. Peter told 
Cornelius about Jesus. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. 
THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US believe the good news.

READ ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT
Gather the children and read “The Holy Spirit Helps Us” printable 
from the previous weeks. Highlight today’s Bible story.
SAY: Peter told Cornelius about Jesus. Everyone who trusts in Jesus 
will be saved. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

MAKE ANIMAL NOISES
Call out various animals for toddlers to imitate. Retell the story.
SAY: God used animals to show Peter the gospel is for everyone who 
trusts in Jesus. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US trust Jesus. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PETER VISITED CORNELIUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE TRACKS
Provide play dough and plastic animal figures for toddlers to make 
animal prints in the dough. Talk about how God made everything, 
including animals and people. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: God used animals to tell Peter a special message. God showed 
Peter that the good news is for all people who trust in Jesus. 
Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS 

US trust in Jesus.

TELL THE GOOD NEWS 
Provide PVC pipes, toy microphones or telephones, paper towel 
tubes, and other items for toddlers to practice saying the key passage 
or Main Point. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Peter told Cornelius about Jesus. Everyone who trusts in Jesus 
will be saved. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US trust in Jesus. 

VISIT CORNELIUS’S HOUSE 
Decorate one part of the room to be Cornelius’s house. Invite 
toddlers to follow you on a winding path as you travel to Cornelius’s 
house. Once there, briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Peter told Cornelius about Jesus. Everyone who trusts in Jesus 
will be saved. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
1/14



26 Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 29 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 29 • Session 1
Christmas

UNIT 29
SESSION 1 

ANGELS SPOKE TO MARY 
AND JOSEPH

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1:18-24; Luke 1:26-56
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

The Bible Story

Matthew 1:18-24; Luke 1:26-56

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God promised long ago that He would send a special King. At just the right 
time, God sent an angel to a girl named Mary. The angel told Mary that 
she was going to have a baby boy—God’s Son. Mary was surprised, but she 
believed God’s words. Mary was going to marry Joseph. Joseph found out 
Mary was going to have a baby. He was confused. Joseph did not know what 
to do! An angel told Joseph in a dream that Mary’s baby was God’s very own 
Son. Joseph would name Him Jesus because He would rescue His people. 
Joseph believed God’s words. When he woke up, Joseph obeyed God.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God promised to send Jesus to earth.
 *God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family.
 * Jesus is God’s Son.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 1; Luke 1. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. Jesus is God’s Son. 
JESUS WAS BORN. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”:
“ *God promised to send Jesus. [Repeat twice more.] 

JESUS WAS BORN!”  
*Substitute We can worship Jesus in subsequent rounds. 

SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth, and JESUS WAS BORN. 
We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas. Jesus is God’s Son.

MARY AND JOSEPH HIDE-AND-SEEK
Print the Bible story picture and cut out Mary and Joseph’s faces. 
Cover them with clear contact plastic and trim the excess. Place 
babies on their tummies. Tape the pictures to the floor in front of 
the babies and cover the images with a blanket. Invite the babies to 
find Mary and Joseph.
SAY: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family, but Jesus is 
God’s Son. At Christmas, we celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN!

LOOK AT ANIMAL FAMILIES
Provide picture books or an electronic device displaying familiar 
animals and their babies. Talk about how God gives us families too.
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. JESUS WAS BORN as a 
baby. God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 29 • Session 1

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Matthew 1; Luke 1. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Main Point. Pray.

MAKE A MEGAPHONE
Invite each toddler to decorate construction paper with stickers. 
Roll the construction paper into a horn shape and tape it. Invite 
toddlers to speak the Main Point into their megaphones.
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. Angels said God chose 
Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. JESUS WAS BORN!

PLAY “FOLLOW ME”
Invite toddlers to stand up. Say “Follow me!” and invite them to 
follow you as you march. Say “Stop!” and invite them to stop. Praise 
the children for hearing and obeying.
SAY: Angels said God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. 
They heard God’s words and obeyed them. Jesus is God’s Son. 
JESUS WAS BORN!

SORT FAMILIES
Before class, cut out people images from magazines. Select a variety 
of ages and ethnicities. Invite toddlers to group the images to play 
family scenes. Talk about God’s plan for families.
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth. God chose Mary and 
Joseph to be Jesus’ family. JESUS WAS BORN like God promised.

EXPLORE MAGNETS
Place jingle bells in a clear plastic bottle and seal it with duct tape. 
Stick an adhesive magnet to a craft stick and seal it with tape. Show 
toddlers how the magnet attracts the bells.
SAY: At Christmas, jingle bells remind us that JESUS WAS BORN.  
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Bonus Teaching Hour

ANGELS SPOKE TO MARY AND JOSEPH
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1:18-24; Luke 1:26-56
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: FINGER PAINT TREE
Before class, cut triangles from green construction paper. Post an 
allergy alert. Provide painting smocks to protect clothing. Pour 
washable glitter finger paint onto foam plates for toddlers to dab 
one finger at a time into the paint and then onto the tree shape. 
Wipe hands immediately. Write the Main Point on each child’s art.
SAY: What does this look like? [Invite toddlers to respond.] A 
Christmas tree! God promised to send Jesus to earth, and at 
Christmas we celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son.

TELL THE GOOD NEWS
Invite toddlers to stand in a circle with you. Lead toddlers to shout 
the Main Point with you. Crouch down and invite toddlers to 
whisper the Main Point with you. Repeat several times.
SAY: Angels told Mary and Joseph that God was going to send 
Jesus. God promised to send Jesus to earth. JESUS WAS BORN!

CARE FOR BABIES
Provide vinyl baby dolls, blankets, and bottles for toddlers to play 
out caring for a baby. Talk about how families care for babies.
SAY: God promised to send Jesus to earth as a baby. God chose 
Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
12/17
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Unit 29 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 29 • Session 2
Christmas

UNIT 29
SESSION 2 

JESUS WAS BORN

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

The Bible Story

Luke 2:1-20

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
When Jesus was growing in Mary’s tummy, Mary and Joseph had to go to 
Bethlehem to be counted. Bethlehem was very crowded. Mary and Joseph 
had to stay where animals slept. Jesus was born, and Mary placed Him in 
a box filled with soft hay. That night, shepherds were taking care of their 
sheep when an angel appeared. He told them good news: Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem! The angel told them where to find Baby Jesus. Then the 
sky was filled with angels praising God. When the angels disappeared, the 
shepherds ran to Bethlehem and found Baby Jesus. They praised God and 
told everyone about what they had seen.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
 * Jesus is God’s Son.
 *God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 2. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem like God promised long ago. 
God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”:
“ *God promised to send Jesus. [Repeat twice more.] 

JESUS WAS BORN!”  
*Substitute We can worship Jesus in subsequent rounds. 

SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem! Angels and shepherds 
worshiped Jesus because He is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth 
because He loves us.

MAKE A STRIP CHRISTMAS TREE
Provide colorful construction paper. Encourage babies to tear the 
paper into strips. Then glue the strips onto black construction paper 
in a tree shape. Make sure babies do not eat the paper. You may also 
use fabric strips. Write the Main Point on each child’s artwork. 
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN! At Christmas, we celebrate that God sent 
Jesus to earth because He loves us. Jesus is God’s Son.

LOOK AT THE BABY
Place strips of yellow fabric or paper in a small box with a baby doll 
inside. Invite babies to look at and snuggle the baby doll.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, but JESUS WAS BORN in a place where 
animals stayed. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 29 • Session 2

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Luke 2. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main Point. Pray.

MAKE A CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT
Cut hand-size star shapes out of cardboard for each toddler. Tape 
colorful yarn to the cardboard. Help toddlers wrap the yarn around 
the star in various directions. It does not have to be elegant. Tape 
the end of the yarn to the cardboard. Hole punch the top. Thread a 
ribbon through the hole.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth 
because He loves us.

SHEAR SHEEP
Tape clear contact plastic sticky side out to the top and sides of a 
small box. Cover the sticky plastic with cotton balls or quilt batting. 
Draw a sheep’s face on one end of the box. Invite toddlers to remove 
the “wool.” Talk about how shepherds care for sheep.
SAY: Angels told shepherds JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son.

EXPLORE A MANGER SCENE
Place toddler-friendly manger scene pieces in colorful gift boxes or 
gift bags. Open the bags and your Bible and let the toddlers hold 
the pieces as you tell the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem like God promised. Jesus is 
God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

LOOK AT BRIGHT LIGHTS
Provide toddler-friendly flashlights or touch LED lamps. Briefly 
retell the Bible story. Invite toddlers to turn on the lights when the 
angels appear. Talk about how amazed the shepherds had been.
SAY: The angels gave shepherds good news: JESUS WAS BORN! 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS BORN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: BUILD WITH BLOCKS
Before class, wrap cardboard or soft blocks with Christmas 
wrapping paper (non-fantasy themes). Invite toddlers to build with 
the blocks. Make sure they do not stack the blocks past chin height. 
SAY: Christmas is when we celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN in 
Bethlehem. We wrap up gifts and give them to our loved ones 
because God gave us a very good gift. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth because He loves us.

SING CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Provide jingle bells and rhythm instruments for children to play as 
you sing Christmas songs, such as “Away in a Manger,” “Joy to the 
World,” or “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” If you are unfamiliar 
with these songs, check them out online before class.
SAY: We sing at Christmas to celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN.

SHINE LIGHTS
Before class, tape heart-shaped cutouts around the room at toddler’s 
height. Provide toddler-friendly flashlights for toddlers to shine at 
the hearts as they look for them.
SAY: Angels told shepherds to look for Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN in 
Bethlehem. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
12/24
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Unit 30 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 30 • Session 1
The God Who Sends

UNIT 30
SESSION 1 

PAUL’S CONVERSION AND 
BAPTISM

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 9:1-25
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Acts 9:1-25

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Paul did not think Jesus was God’s Son, and he did not like people who 
loved Jesus. One day, Paul was going to Damascus to hurt people who loved 
Jesus. On the way, a bright light shone around Paul, and he fell down. A 
voice from heaven said, “Why are you against Me?” Paul asked, “Who are 
You, Lord?” The voice said, “I am Jesus. Get up and go to Damascus.” Paul 
got up, but he could not see. His servants helped him get to the city. Jesus 
sent a man named Ananias to Paul to help him see and to tell him the good 
news about Jesus. God changed Paul’s heart so he loved Jesus. Paul was 
baptized. Everywhere Paul went, he told people about Jesus.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Paul did not love Jesus at first.
 * Jesus sent Ananias to tell Paul about Him.
 *God changed Paul’s heart to love Jesus.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 9. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God changed Paul’s heart to love Jesus. Paul became a 
Christian. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Wherever He Leads I’ll Go.” Check out the 
tune online before class. 
“ Wherever He leads, I’ll go. [Repeat.] 
I’ll follow my Christ who loves me so. 
Wherever He leads, I’ll go!”

SAY: Paul did not love Jesus at first, but God changed Paul’s heart to 
love Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY PEEKABOO
Sit with a baby in front of you. Cover your eyes, and then reveal 
your eyes and say, “Peekaboo, God loves you.”
SAY: Paul did not love Jesus at first. A bright light shined around 
Paul, and Jesus spoke to him! Then Paul could not see! Jesus sent 
Ananias to help Paul see. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

HANDLE THE BIBLE
Before class, wrap a Bible storybook with paper and place heart-
shaped stickers all over the cover. Invite babies to look at the 
pictures. Remind babies that the Bible is God’s words.
SAY: God changed Paul’s heart to love Jesus. Paul used the Bible to 
tell people about Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 30 • Session 1

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card. Open your Bible to Acts 9. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Pray.

PAINT WITH GLOW PAINT OR CHALK
Post an allergy alert. Provide painting smocks, paintbrushes, 
construction paper, and washable glow paint or fluorescent chalk for 
toddlers. Dim the lights or use a black light wand to make the chalk 
“glow.” Write the Main Point on each paper.
SAY: A bright light shone on Paul, and he heard Jesus’ voice. God 
changed Paul’s heart to love Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

JOURNEY WITH PAUL FLANNELGRAPH
Print the “Journey with Paul” printable, cut out the figures and 
instruction cards, and attach adhesive hook-and-loop fasteners to 
the figures. Drape felt over the table or pin it to the wall at child’s 
height. Tell the story. Use the figures throughout this unit.
SAY: God changed Paul’s heart to love Jesus. Paul told people about 
Jesus everywhere He went. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

WORK PUZZLES
Print the Bible story picture and cut it into three or four pieces for 
toddlers to reassemble. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: God had a plan for Paul to tell people everywhere about Jesus. 
CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

SHINE FLASHLIGHTS 
Provide toddler-friendly flashlights for toddlers to shine. Show how 
to make shadow puppets. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: God changed Paul’s heart to love Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL 

ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL’S CONVERSION AND BAPTISM
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 9:1-25
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: TRACE SHADOWS 
Tape white paper to the wall at toddler’s height. Use an overhead 
projector to shine light onto the paper. Place blocks or foam shapes 
onto the glass. Invite toddlers to trace around the shadows. If you 
don’t have an overhead projector, place stickers on a flashlight but 
be mindful the stickers do not burn or melt. Review the Bible story.
SAY: Paul did not love Jesus at first, but God changed Paul’s heart to 
love Jesus. Like Paul, CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

GUIDE A FRIEND 
Invite toddlers to hold hands and guide a friend around the room. 
Talk about how someone needed to guide Paul to Damascus 
because he could not see. Review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus sent Ananias to tell Paul about Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL 

ABOUT JESUS so others can trust in Him.

EXAMINE BRAILLE 
Before class, gather children’s books in braille from your local library 
for toddlers to examine. You may also print a copy of the braille 
alphabet. Use clear liquid glue to make raised dots for toddlers to 
touch once the glue is dried.
SAY: Jesus sent Ananias to tell Paul about Jesus. God changed Paul’s 
heart to love Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
1/21
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Unit 30 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 30 • Session 2
The God Who Sends

UNIT 30
SESSION 2 

PAUL’S FIRST JOURNEY

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-28
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus. 

The Bible Story

Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-28

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul. The Holy Spirit said, “Send Paul 
and Barnabas to other cities to tell people about Jesus.” The church put their 
hands on Paul and Barnabas and prayed for them. Paul and Barnabas got in 
a boat and traveled to Lystra. When Paul healed a man who could not walk, 
the people thought that Paul and Barnabas were gods! They tried to give 
them gifts, but Paul and Barnabas stopped them. “We are not gods! We are 
just men who love Jesus. Worship only Jesus,” Paul said. After that, Paul and 
Barnabas went to many towns to teach people about Jesus. Many people 
believed the good news.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul.
 *Paul and Barnabas told people about Jesus.
 *Many people believed the good news.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 13–14. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul. Paul and Barnabas 
told people about Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Wherever He Leads I’ll Go.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune, check it out online before class. 
“ Wherever He leads, I’ll go. [Repeat.] 
I’ll follow my Christ who loves me so. 
Wherever He leads, I’ll go!”

SAY: The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul. He has a special job 
for all who love Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS!

MAKE FOOT ART
Provide heavyweight paper and washable finger paint. Carefully 
paint a baby’s foot and press it gently onto his paper. Wipe his foot 
immediately. Write the Main Point on his paper.
SAY: CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. Paul and Barnabas told 
people about Jesus as they traveled. People believed the good news.

WALK WITH BABIES
Place a baby on her back and gently move her feet in a walking 
motion as you talk to her. Gently hold older babies by their hands 
or under their arms and help them walk.
SAY: Paul healed a man who could not walk. Many people believed 
the good news. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Acts 13. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the story. Say the Main Point and pray.

MAKE BOAT ART 
Cut out semi-circles from brown construction paper, one 
per toddler. Help toddlers glue the semi-circle flat side up on 
construction paper. Use a clean square of bath tissue for toddlers to 
glue above the circle to make a sail. Draw a mast connecting the sail 
to the boat. Write the Main Point on each toddler’s art.
SAY: The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul. Paul and Barnabas 
told people about Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

JOURNEY WITH PAUL FLANNELGRAPH
Gather the “Journey with Paul” printables, felt, and supplies. Use 
the Paul figure from the previous week as you tell the story.
SAY: Paul and Barnabas told people about Jesus. Many people 
believed the good news. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY WITH CARS AND TRUCKS 
Provide various transportations toys for toddlers to play with. As 
toddlers play, ask them questions about how they came to church 
that day: in a car, a bus, or a boat? Did they walk? 
SAY: The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul. Paul traveled many 
places to tell people about Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

EXAMINE BIBLE MAPS 
Provide Bibles that contain maps of Paul’s journeys. Invite toddlers 
to look at the maps and fingerwalk where Paul traveled.
SAY: Paul and Barnabas told people about Jesus. Many people 
believed the good news. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL’S FIRST JOURNEY
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-28
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PAINT WITH WATER
Provide heavyweight paper, painting smocks, small cups of water, 
paintbrushes, and watercolor paint for each toddler. Play music as 
toddlers paint. Keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul. Paul and Barnabas 
told people about Jesus. Sometimes they went on boats; sometimes 
they walked on land. Many people believed the good news about 
Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY IN THE BOAT 
Use painter’s tape to make a boat outline on the floor. Invite 
toddlers to hop in and out of the boat.
SAY: The Holy Spirit had a special job for Paul. Paul told people 
about Jesus everywhere he went. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

SORT ITEMS 
Provide counting manipulatives, large beads, blocks, or other items 
for toddlers to sort by color or shape. Set apart two of their shapes. 
Mention that Paul and Barnabas were set apart.
SAY: Many people believed the good news about Jesus because God 
sent Paul and Barnabas to them. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
1/28
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 30 • Session 3
The God Who Sends

UNIT 30
SESSION 3 

THE MESSAGE:  
“CHRIST ALONE” 

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15:1-35
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Acts 15:1-35

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God was building His church with people from many nations. Some people 
who loved Jesus thought you had to obey the Jewish laws that God gave 
Moses so you could have life with God. Paul and Barnabas went to the 
church in Jerusalem. They told the church about the people who were not 
Jews who had believed the good news about Jesus. God had even given these 
people the Holy Spirit! Paul said, “Even our people could not obey God’s 
laws. Only Jesus rescues people. Anyone who loves and trusts Jesus will be 
saved. This was God’s plan from the beginning.” 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Some people were confused about the good news.
 *Paul said that only Jesus saves people.
 *Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to Acts 15. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY: Some people thought you had to obey rules to be saved. Only 
Jesus saves people. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Wherever He Leads I’ll Go.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune, check it out online before class. 
“ Wherever He leads, I’ll go. [Repeat.] 
I’ll follow my Christ who loves me so. 
Wherever He leads, I’ll go!”

SAY: CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. Anyone who trusts in Jesus 
will be saved.

TAKE A WALK
If you have a stroller, take babies for a walk around the church. If 
weather permit, walk outdoors. Talk about the church is not only 
the building, but the people inside it who love Jesus.
SAY: Some people were confused about the good news. They 
thought the church needed to follow other rules. Paul said only 
Jesus saves people. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

PAT THE BIBLE
Sit with a baby on your lap. Hold a Bible storybook and help the 
baby tap the Bible as you say, “Jesus, Jesus, it’s all about Jesus!”
SAY: CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. Paul said that only Jesus 
saves people. Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.



44 Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 30 • Session 3

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Acts 15. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray. 

MAKE PEOPLE COLLAGES
Cut out a heart shape from construction paper for each toddler. 
Provide magazine cutouts of people for toddlers to glue to their 
heart. Write the Main Point on each child’s paper.
SAY: Paul said that only Jesus saves people. Anyone who trusts in 
Jesus will be saved. CHRISTIANS TELL PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS and 
His love for them.

JOURNEY WITH PAUL FLANNELGRAPH
Gather the “Journey with Paul” printables, felt, and supplies. Use 
the figures from the previous week as you tell the story.
SAY: Paul taught that only Jesus saves people. CHRISTIANS TELL 

ABOUT JESUS. Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. 

BUILD WITH BLOCKS
Invite toddlers to build a church with blocks. Provide people figures 
for toddlers to put around the building. Hold up a person figure 
and tell toddlers the people who love Jesus make the church.
SAY: The church is the people who love Jesus—Christians. Anyone 
who trusts in Jesus will be saved. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

LOOK AT NATURE ITEMS
Provide nature items in clear, sealed containers for toddlers to 
examine. Talk about how God made everything, even people.
SAY: Some people were confused about the good news. Paul said 
that only Jesus saves people. This was God’s plan when He made the 
world. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE MESSAGE: “CHRIST ALONE”
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15:1-35
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE STICKY ART
Cut out a large heart from clear contact plastic. Tape the contact 
plastic sticky side out to the table or the window at toddler’s height. 
Provide shape cutouts, tissue paper squares, artificial feathers, and 
other items for toddlers to stick to the contact plastic. Briefly talk 
about the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Some people were confused about the good news. Paul said 
that only Jesus saves people. Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be 
saved. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

SING SONGS ABOUT JESUS’ LOVE
Sing “Jesus Loves Me,” “God Is So Good,” or “Jesus Loves the Little 
Children” with the toddlers as you clap to the beat.
SAY: Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved. CHRISTIANS TELL 

ABOUT JESUS.

HEAR AND OBEY 
Call out simple commands for toddlers to perform with you. Make 
some of them silly. Invite toddlers to give the commands. 
SAY: Some people were confused about the good news. They 
thought obeying rules made God love them. Paul said that only 
Jesus saves people. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
2/4
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 30 • Session 4
The God Who Sends

UNIT 30
SESSION 4 

PAUL’S SECOND JOURNEY

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 16:11-34
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Acts 16:11-34

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God sent Paul and Silas on another trip to tell people about Jesus. Paul and 
Silas went to a city called Philippi. They met a woman named Lydia. She 
sold purple cloth. They told her about Jesus. Lydia and her family believed. 
While Paul and Silas were in Philippi, some people made trouble for them. 
Paul and Silas were put into jail. In jail, Paul and Silas were singing and 
praying when there was an earthquake. Their chains fell off and the doors 
opened! The jailer came to see what happened, and he was scared. Paul said, 
“We are all here!” The jailer said, “What do I need to do to be saved?” Paul 
said, “Believe in Jesus.” The jailer and his whole family believed.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God sent Paul on another trip.
 *Paul and Silas told Lydia about Jesus.
 *Paul told people about Jesus even in jail.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 16. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent Paul on another trip. Paul told people about Jesus 
even in jail. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Wherever He Leads I’ll Go.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune, check it out online before class. 
“ Wherever He leads, I’ll go. [Repeat.] 
I’ll follow my Christ who loves me so. 
Wherever He leads, I’ll go!”

SAY: CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. God sent Paul on another 
trip to tell people about Jesus.

SHAKE CHAINS
Provide interlocking teething links for babies to shake. You may also 
wrap the links around favorite toys or objects for babies to remove. 
SAY: CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. Paul told people about Jesus 
even in jail. The jailer and his whole family trusted in Jesus.

EXAMINE PURPLE CLOTH
Provide a basket filled with long scraps of purple cloth and ribbons 
in various textures and styles. Invite babies to touch and wave the 
cloths. Supervise babies closely, especially babies on their tummies.
SAY: God sent Paul on another trip. Paul and Silas told Lydia about 
Jesus. Lydia sold purple cloth. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Acts 16. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE A SUNCATCHER 
Provide several shades of purple tissue paper. Tape clear contact 
plastic sticky side out on the table for each toddler. Guide toddlers 
to stick the tissue paper to the plastic. Cover it with another piece of 
contact plastic. Hole punch and thread a purple ribbon to make a 
hanger. Write the Main Point on each toddler’s art.
SAY: Lydia sold purple cloth. Paul and Silas told Lydia about Jesus. 
CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

JOURNEY WITH PAUL FLANNELGRAPH
Gather the “Journey with Paul” printables, felt, and supplies. Use 
the Paul figure from the previous weeks as you tell the story.
SAY: God sent Paul on another trip. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

FOLD CLOTH 
Guide toddlers to fold purple hand towels or fabric squares. You 
may also make a clothesline using twine and wooden clothespins.
SAY: God sent Paul on another trip. Paul and Silas told Lydia about 
Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

 MIX COLORS 
Squirt red and blue food color in opposite corners of a ziplock bag. 
Squirt clear shower gel into the bag. Seal it with duct tape. Invite 
toddlers to mix the colors to make purple. You may also tape the bag to 
a window or light table for added effect.
SAY: Paul told Lydia about Jesus. Lydia and her family believed in 
Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL’S SECOND JOURNEY
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 16:11-34
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE CHAINS 
Provide strips of construction paper for toddlers to decorate with 
stickers or crayons. Tape interlocking loops to make a chain for 
toddlers to shake. Write one word of the Main Point on each link.
SAY: God sent Paul on another trip. Some people made trouble for 
Paul and Silas, and they were put in jail. Paul told about Jesus even 
in jail. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS everywhere they go.

PLAY MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
Set out rhythm and musical instruments for toddlers to play music. 
Talk about how Paul and Silas sang songs about Jesus even when 
they were in prison.
SAY: God sent Paul on another trip. Paul told about Jesus even in 
jail. The jailer and his family trusted in Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL 

ABOUT JESUS.

TEST AN EARTHQUAKE 
Help toddlers stack foam blocks no higher than chin level, and then 
stomp nearby to make them fall. Briefly review the story and play again.
SAY: Paul told about Jesus even in jail after the earthquake. The jailer 
and his family believed in Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
2/11
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 30 • Session 5
The God Who Sends

UNIT 30
SESSION 5 

PAUL PREACHED IN EUROPE

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-33
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Acts 17:16-33

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God sent Paul to a city called Athens to tell people about Jesus. Paul saw 
all of the statues people worshiped, and Paul was sad. Every day, Paul went 
to the market and told people about Jesus. People in Athens asked Paul 
to tell them his message. Paul said, “God made the world and everything 
in it. God made all the people of the world, and He loves them. We are 
God’s children. God wants people to be rescued through the Man He sent 
to rescue us: Jesus. We know God sent Jesus because God made Jesus alive 
again.” Some people thought Paul was silly. Other people asked Paul to 
come back and tell them more. Some people believed Paul’s words and 
trusted Jesus.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Paul told people in Athens about Jesus.
 *God made all people and He loves them.
 *God sent Jesus to earth to rescue us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 17. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Paul told people in Athens about Jesus. Paul said God sent 
Jesus to earth to rescue us. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Wherever He Leads I’ll Go.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune, check it out online before class. 
“ Wherever He leads, I’ll go. [Repeat.] 
I’ll follow my Christ who loves me so. 
Wherever He leads, I’ll go!”

SAY: God made all people and He loves them. God sent Jesus to 
earth to rescue us. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
Provide people figures of various ethnicities and sizes for babies to 
play with. Make sure the figures do not have small parts that may 
pose choking hazards. 
SAY: God made all people and He loves them. God made [baby’s 
name] and God loves [baby’s name]. God sent Jesus to earth to 
rescue [baby’s name]. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS and His love.

LOOK AT NATURE ITEMS
Place nature items in small, sealed containers that babies can hold. 
Talk about how God made everything, even people.
SAY: Paul told people in Athens about Jesus. God made all people, 
and He loves them. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Acts 17. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE GLOBE ART 
Give a blue paper plate to each toddler. Trace toddlers’ hands onto 
green construction paper. Cut out the hands. Help toddlers glue 
their handprints to their plate to resemble a globe. Write the Main 
Point on the rim of each child’s plate.
SAY: God made all people, and He loves them. God sent Jesus to 
earth to rescue us. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

JOURNEY WITH PAUL FLANNELGRAPH
Gather the “Journey with Paul” printables and supplies. Drape a 
sheet of felt over the table or pin it to the wall at child’s height. Use 
the Paul figure from the previous weeks as you tell the story.
SAY: Paul told people in Athens about Jesus. Paul said God sent 
Jesus to earth to rescue us. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

WORK A WORLD PUZZLE
Print a world map onto heavyweight paper. Cut it into a heart shape, 
and then cut it into four pieces. Help toddlers work the puzzle.
SAY: God sent Jesus to earth to rescue us. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT 

JESUS.

LISTEN TO HEARTBEATS 
Provide a stethescope for toddlers to listen to their heartbeats, or 
listen to heartbeats on an electronic device. Talk about how God 
showed Jesus is God’s Son by making Him alive again.
SAY: Paul told people in Athens about Jesus. He told them God 
made Jesus alive again. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL PREACHED IN EUROPE
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-33
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH 
Invite toddlers to press animal-shaped or people-shaped cookie 
cutters into play dough. Talk about how the items look similar to 
living items, but they are not real.
SAY: Paul told people in Athens about Jesus. People in Athens 
worshiped statues people built. Paul said that God made all people 
and He loves them. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. 

PLAY OUT A MARKET 
Provide toy shopping carts, a toy cash register, and toy foods for 
toddlers to play out a supermarket. Talk about how Paul walked 
around the market in Athens, ready to tell people about Jesus.
SAY: Paul told people in Athens about Jesus. God made all 
people, and He loves them. God sent Jesus to earth to rescue us. 
CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

KNOCK DOWN STATUES
Draw smiling and silly faces on plastic cups to stack in a pyramid. 
Provide beanbags for toddlers to toss at the cups to knock over.
SAY: People in Athens worshiped statues they made with their 
hands, but God sent Jesus to earth to rescue us. CHRISTIANS TELL 

ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
2/28
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 30 • Session 6
The God Who Sends

UNIT 30
SESSION 6 

PAUL’S THIRD JOURNEY

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 18:1-4,24-28; 20:17-38
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Acts 18:1-4,24-28; 20:17-38

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God sent Paul to the city of Corinth. Paul met Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. 
They made tents. Paul made tents too, and they became friends. Paul 
told many people in Corinth about Jesus and started a church. Then he, 
Priscilla, and Aquila went to Ephesus. In Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila 
helped a teacher named Apollos understand the good news better. Then 
God told Paul to go to Jerusalem. Paul asked for the leaders in Ephesus to 
come to him. Paul said, “The Holy Spirit tells me that I will have trouble in 
Jerusalem. For me, telling people about Jesus is most important,” Paul said. 
His friends in Ephesus were sad. They prayed for God to keep Paul safe.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Paul told people about Jesus everywhere he went.
 *The Holy Spirit sent Paul to Jerusalem.
 *Telling people about Jesus is most important.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to hold. Open your Bible to 
Acts 18. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Paul told people about Jesus everywhere he went. CHRISTIANS 

TELL ABOUT JESUS. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Wherever He Leads I’ll Go.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune, check it out online before class. 
“ Wherever He leads, I’ll go. [Repeat.] 
I’ll follow my Christ who loves me so. 
Wherever He leads, I’ll go!”

SAY: The Holy Spirit sent Paul to Jerusalem. Telling people about 
Jesus is most important. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

MAKE HEART ART
Cut construction paper into a heart shape for each baby. Provide 
people cutouts from magazines and help babies glue them to their 
heart cutout. Write the Main Point on each child’s paper.
SAY: CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. Telling people about Jesus is 
most important!

GO AND TELL
Clear the floor of obstacles. Each leader will hold a baby and walk 
slowly in a circle as you play music. Stop the music and say the 
Main Point or key passage. Repeat several rounds.
SAY: Paul told people about Jesus everywhere he went. CHRISTIANS 

TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Acts 18. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE TENT ART 
Provide brown or tan construction paper for toddlers to decorate 
with stickers. Help toddlers fold the paper in half and stand it up 
like a tent. Briefly review the story.
SAY: Paul told people about Jesus everywhere he went. Priscilla and 
Aquila told about Jesus too. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

JOURNEY WITH PAUL FLANNELGRAPH
Gather the “Journey with Paul” printables, felt, and supplies. Use 
the Paul figure from the previous weeks as you tell the story.
SAY: The Holy Spirit sent Paul to Jerusalem. Paul told people about 
Jesus everywhere he went. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS, and we 
can too!

READ THE BIBLE
Print extra key passage cards in the translation of your choice. Place 
them in hand-size Bibles and invite toddlers to look through them. 
Read the key passage to each child.
SAY: Our key passage tells us that telling people about Jesus is most 
important. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

FLOAT BOATS 
Provide a plastic tub with a half-inch of water. Supervise toddlers 
closely as they float plastic boats. Keep towels handy for cleanup.
SAY: The Holy Spirit sent Paul to Jerusalem. Paul told about Jesus 
everywhere he went. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL’S THIRD JOURNEY
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 18:1-4,24-28; 20:17-38
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
MAIN POINT: Christians tell about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SHOUT THE MAIN POINT
Play music and invite toddlers to march around the room. Stop the 
music and invite toddlers to shout the Main Point. Play again as 
time allows, varying the stop and start times.
SAY: Paul told people about Jesus everywhere he went, and we can 
too. Telling people about Jesus is most important. CHRISTIANS 

TELL ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY IN A TENT
Set up a tent using a blanket and a few chairs. Invite toddlers to 
look at Bibles, serve toy food, or play with toys inside the tent. 
Briefly talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Paul told people about Jesus everywhere he went. Paul met 
Priscilla and Aquila, who made tents like he did. CHRISTIANS TELL 

ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY OUT TEACHING
Arrange chairs, Bibles, dry erase boards, and other items for toddlers 
to play out teaching a Bible story. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Priscilla and Aquila helped Apollos understand the good news 
about Jesus. CHRISTIANS TELL ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

Owner
Typewritten Text
2/25
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GO BACK IN TIME WITH THE 
SMALL GROUP TIMELINE!

Kids

Use the Small Group Timeline at the beginning of every session 
for a refresher on how far your small group has come through the 
gospel story. Hang the whole timeline at once, or add appropriate 
pieces as you get to them in the story. Kids will love seeing the big 
picture hanging across the walls of your classroom.

Order today: 
1.800.458.2772 • gospelproject.com



The Holy Spirit Helps Us Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. It may be helpful to laminate the book. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.

The Church on Mission
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 28, Sessions 1–5
© 2017 LifeWay  OK to Print 

1The Holy Spirit Helps Us



The Holy Spirit Helps Us Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. It may be helpful to laminate the book. 
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2
After Jesus went to heaven, He told His friends to wait for a Helper—the Holy 

Spirit. The Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit—came, and the church grew.



The Holy Spirit Helps Us Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. It may be helpful to laminate the book. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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3
The Holy Spirit gave Peter power to heal a man in Jesus’ name.  

The man praised God and jumped for joy.



The Holy Spirit Helps Us Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. It may be helpful to laminate the book. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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4
Some people tried to make trouble for the church. The Holy Spirit gave Stephen 

courage to tell people that Jesus is God’s special King, the Messiah.
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5
The Holy Spirit told Philip to catch up to the Ethiopian man’s chariot.  

Philip told him about Jesus, and he believed!



The Holy Spirit Helps Us Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. It may be helpful to laminate the book. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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6
The Holy Spirit helped Peter understand that God loves everyone. Anyone who 
trusts in Jesus—no matter who they are or where they are from—will be saved! 

The Holy Spirit helps us!



Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print the cards onto colorful paper and cut them out. Laminate the cards to use throughout the unit.  

Use as directed in the leader guide.

The God Who Empowers
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide •  Unit 28
© 2017 LifeWay OK to Print 

God ... is working 
in you.

Philippians 2:13 
(CSB)

God ... worketh  
in you.

Philippians 2:13 
(KJV)

God ... works 
 in you.

Philippians 2:13 
(ESV)

God ... works 
 in you.

Philippians 2:13  
(NIV)



Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print the cards onto colorful heavyweight paper and cut them apart. Laminate the cards  

to use throughout the unit. Use as directed in the leader guide.

Christmas
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide •  Unit 29
© 2017 LifeWay OK to Print 

God sent his 
 ... Son.

1 John 4:9 (CSB)

God sent his 
 ... Son.

1 John 4:9 (KJV)

God sent his 
 ... Son.

1 John 4:9 (ESV)

God ... sent his 
 ... Son.

1 John 4:9 (NIV)



Session 1 – Paul’s Conversion and Baptism
• Print and cut apart the Bible story images of Paul, Ananias, and the bright 

light. Attach adhesive hook-and-loop fasteners to each figure.
• Give an image to each toddler.
• Drape a flannelgraph or felt sheet over the table or to a child-size easel.
• As you read the Bible story, guide the toddlers to place the Bible story images 

on the flannelgraph.

Session 3 – The Message: “Christ Alone”
• Print and cut apart the Bible story images of the Jewish and non-Jew believers. 

Use Paul and Barnabas from previous weeks. Attach adhesive hook-and-loop 
fasteners to each figure.

• Give an image to each toddler.
• Drape a flannelgraph or felt sheet over the table or to a child-size easel.
• As you read the Bible story, guide the toddlers to place the Bible story images 

on the flannelgraph.

Session 5 – Paul Preached in Europe
• Print and cut apart the Bible story images of the Greeks. Use Paul from 

previous weeks Attach adhesive hook-and-loop fasteners to each figure.
• Give an image to each toddler.
• Drape a flannelgraph or felt sheet over the table or to a child-size easel.
• As you read the Bible story, guide the toddlers to place the Bible story images 

on the flannelgraph.

Session 2 – Paul’s First Journey
• Print and cut apart the Bible story images of Barnabas, the man on the mat, 

and the crowd. Use Paul from the previous week. Attach adhesive hook-and-
loop fasteners to each figure.

• Give an image to each toddler.
• Drape a flannelgraph or felt sheet over the table or to a child-size easel.
• As you read the Bible story, guide the toddlers to place the Bible story images 

on the flannelgraph.

Session 4 – Paul’s Second Journey
• Print and cut apart the Bible story images of Lydia, the jailer, and Silas. Use 

Paul from previous weeks. Attach adhesive hook-and-loop fasteners to each 
figure.

• Give an image to each toddler.
• Drape a flannelgraph or felt sheet over the table or to a child-size easel.
• As you read the Bible story, guide the toddlers to place the Bible story images 

on the flannelgraph.

Session 6 – Paul’s Third Journey
• Print and cut apart the Bible story images of Priscilla, Aquila, and Apollos. 

Use Paul and believers from previous weeks. Attach adhesive hook-and-loop 
fasteners to each figure.

• Give an image to each toddler.
• Drape a flannelgraph or felt sheet over the table or to a child-size easel.
• As you read the Bible story, guide the toddlers to place the Bible story images 

on the flannelgraph.

“Journey with Paul” Instructions

Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.

The Church on Mission
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 30, Session 1–6
© 2017 LifeWay  OK to Print 



Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Bright LightPaul Ananias



Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 30, Session 1–6
© 2017 LifeWay  OK to Print 

Session 2: Barnabas, man seated on a mat (man who couldn’t walk), a couple of people wanting to worship Paul/
Barnabas; [Acts 14:8-18]

Barnabas Man on the Mat People



Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.

The Church on Mission
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 30, Session 1–6
© 2017 LifeWay  OK to Print 

Session 3: Jewish believers, Gentile believers; [Acts 15:2-14]

Jewish Believers Non-Jewish Believers



Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.

The Church on Mission
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Session 4: Silas, Lydia, jailer; [Acts 16:14-15,25-31]

The Jailer Lydia Silas



Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.

The Church on Mission
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 30, Session 1–6
© 2017 LifeWay  OK to Print 

Session 5: Greeks (some men, some women, some young, some old); [Acts 17:17-18,34]

Greeks Greeks Greeks



Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Session 5: Greeks (some men, some women, some young, some old); [Acts 17:17-18,34]

Greeks



Journey with Paul
Instructions: Print and laminate the figures before cutting them apart. Use the instructions to set up the Journey with Paul 

flannelgraph each week of unit 30. Some figures will be used in multiple sessions. Use as directed in the leader guide.

The Church on Mission
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 30, Session 1–6
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Session 6: Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos [ref. Acts 18:1-3,24-26]

Apollos Aquila Priscilla



Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print the cards onto colorful paper and cut them out. Laminate the cards for use 

 thorughout the unit. Use as directed in the leader guide.

The God Who Sends
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide •  Unit 30
© 2017 LifeWay OK to Print 

“You will be my 
witnesses.” 
Acts 1:8 (CSB)

Ye will be 
witnesses  
unto me. 

Acts 1:8 (KJV)

“You will be my 
witnesses.” 
Acts 1:8 (ESV)

“You will be my 
witnesses.” 
Acts 1:8 (NIV)
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